
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Sherwood Forest Lake District

Annual District Meeting

Saturday June 9, 2018 at 1:00 PM

Becket Town Hall, 557 Main Street, Becket MA.

Pursuant to the foregoing warrant, the seventh Annual District Meeting of the Sherwood Forest Lake District was called at 1:00 PM at the Becket Town Hall by Mr. Steve Rosenthal the District’s Moderator. Mr. Rosenthal introduced himself and then read the preamble to the published and posted Annual District Meeting warrant to all those assembled.  As his first order of business he verified that a quorum was present by obtaining a count of those from the district’s registrar. Mr. Robert Ronzio, the district clerk, indicated that 213 eligible proprietor voters were present in person or represented by proxy and this number exceeded the district’s bylaw quorum requirement of fifty (50). With the quorum requirement satisfied Mr. Rosenthal officially called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM and proceed to the matter at hand and moved to read the first article.  

The moderator who presided at the previous Annual District meeting or in the absence of that moderator the District Clerk will preside, call the meeting to order and determine if a quorum of the proprietors are present in person and/or by proxy.   If the presiding moderator or in his absence the District Clerk determines that a quorum is present, this Annual District Meeting of the Sherwood Forest Lake District shall proceed to:

Article 1: To see if the District proprietors will vote to elect a moderator, who should, but not need be, a proprietor of the District. Said newly elected moderator shall again certify to the Annual District Meeting that a quorum, consisting of fifty (50) proprietors of the District in attendance or by proxy, is present.











Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal stated that as the duly elected moderator for the SFLD 2017 Annual District Meeting, he would use his authority to open this year’s Annual District meeting and conduct an election for the 2018 moderator. Mr. Rosenthal checked with the District Clerk to ascertain that a quorum was present. Mr. Ronzio(the district clerk, confirmed that 189 proprietors were present in person or by proxy and this number exceeded the fifty (50) proprietor quorum requirement so the meeting could proceed. Mr. Rosenthal then opened the floor for nominations for the moderator position. Dr. Lerner made a motion to elect Mr. Steve Rosenthal for District Moderator for 2018; Mr. Taylor seconded the motion. Mr. Rosenthal twice asked for additional nominations. No other names were advanced. Mr. Rosenthal called for a vote. The vote to elect Mr. Steven Rosenthal is unanimous. 

Mr. Ronzio, the district clerk, swore in Mr. Rosenthal as District Moderator. 

Article 2: To see if the District proprietors will vote to raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be needed to defray the expenses of the District for the 2019 fiscal year as delineated in Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 and as set forth in the attached proposed SFLD - Operating Budget - FY2019:

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required
Dr. Lerner moved to advance the budget as presented (excluding line item #8), Mr. Osborn seconded. 

Mr. Rosenthal confirmed that all present had a copy of the operating budget for FY2019.  He asked those present to take a moment to briefly review the line items before them. Mr. Rosenthal stated he would place a hold on any line item that a proprietor called out requesting further discussion. 

One proprietor in attendance asked to set aside line item 8 for further discussion. Mr. Ronzio advises Mr. Rosenthal that Insurance line item needs to be discussed as the discussion would determine the amount to be approved for insurance. Mr. Rosenthal explains what is considered to be in the reasonable scope of each of the articles and advises all present to stay within the scope as presented by the posted warrant. A discussion regarding the cost of insurance and scheduling a possible Special Meeting to further continue negotiations.

A motion is then made by Dr. Lerner to hold for discussion line items 1 through 11, Mr. Ronzio seconds the motion. Dr. Lerner makes a motion to approve line items 12, 13 and 14. Mr. Ronzio seconds the motion. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote; Unanimous approval. Mr. Rosenthal declares line items 12, 13 and 14 approved.    
Mr. Rosenthal returned to the line items previously held in the order in which they appeared in the warrant. Mr. Rosenthal asked for discussion on Line Item 1. 
Line item #1- A motion is made and seconded to increase line item #1 by 10% (increase to be $620). Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #1 is unanimously approved.
Line item #2- A motion is made and seconded to increase line item #2 by 10% (increase to be $7500). Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #2 is unanimously approved.

Line item #3- A motion is made and seconded to increase line item #3 by 10% (increase to be $28750). Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #3 is unanimously approved.

Line item #4- A motion is made and seconded to increase line item #4 by 10% (increase to be $9580). Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #4 is unanimously approved.

Line item #5- A motion is made and seconded to keep line item #5 at $383. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #5 is unanimously approved.

Line item #6- A motion is made and seconded to increase line item #6 by 10% (increase to be $18975). Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #6 is unanimously approved.

Line item #7- A motion is made and seconded to keep line item #5 at $150,000. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #7 is unanimously approved.

Line item #8- A motion is made and seconded to increase line item #8 by 10% (increase to be $19800). Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #8 is unanimously approved.

Line item #9- A motion is made and seconded to keep line item #9 at $         . Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #9 is unanimously approved.

Line item #10- A motion is made and seconded to keep line item #10 at $7000. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #10 is unanimously approved.

Line item #11- A motion is made and seconded to keep line item #11 at $7581. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, Line item #11 is unanimously approved.

 Mr. Rosenthal called for a voice vote for all FY2018 operating budget line items. Mr. Rosenthal stated that since there were no votes in opposition or abstentions the FY2018 operating budget is unanimously approved. 
Article 3:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill two (2) Prudential Committee positions. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot two (2) regular members, each of whom shall be proprietors of the district, and none of whom may be the clerk, treasurer, or assistant treasurer, to the Prudential Committee from among those nominated.  The terms of service of the three elected regular members shall be three (3) years from the date of this Annual District Meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors. 







Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations for the two (2) Prudential Committee positions. There was a nomination from the floor for Mr. Stanley Taylor and Ms. Vernice Cowell to serve in these positions. The nominations were seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for any other nominations. No other names were advanced. Hearing none, Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a secret ballot vote. The District Clerk counted all ballots placed in the ballot box and reported the results to the moderator. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Mr. Stanley Taylor and Ms. Vernice Cowell are unanimously elected. 

Article 4:  The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor for individuals to fill one (1) alternate Prudential Committee position. The moderator will then have the District proprietors vote to elect by secret ballot one (1) alternate Prudential Committee member who shall be proprietors of the district, and may not be the clerk, treasurer, or assistant treasurer, to the Prudential Committee from among those nominated.  The terms of service of the elected alternate prudential committee member shall be three (3) years from the date of this Annual District Meeting and/or until the election and qualification of a successor. 







Majority Vote Required

Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations for the one (1) Prudential Committee position. There was a nomination from the floor for Mr. Peter Giano to serve in this position. The nominations were seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for any other nominations. No other names were advanced. Hearing none, Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a secret ballot vote. The District Clerk counted all ballots placed in the ballot box and reported the results to the moderator. Mr. Rosenthal stated that Mr. Peter Giano is unanimously elected. 

Article 5: The moderator shall entertain nominations from the floor, each of whom shall be a proprietor who may or may not be a Prudential Committee member, to fill each of the following voluntary positions; Superintendent of Dams, Superintendent of Beaches and Boats, and Superintendent of Lakes, and to have each of these individuals report to and serve under the direction of the Prudential Committee. The terms of service of each superintendent shall be one (1) year from the date of this Annual District Meeting and/or until the election and qualification of their successors or to take any other action relative thereto.

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required
Mr. Rosenthal called for nominations for the three (3) Prudential Committee positions. There was a nomination from the floor for Stanley Taylor (Superintendent of Dams), Steve Rosenthal (Superintendent of Beaches and Boats) and William Maier (Superintendent of Lakes) serve in these positions. The nominations were seconded. Mr. Rosenthal called for any other nominations. No other names were advanced. Hearing none, Mr. Rosenthal declared nominations closed and called for a voice vote. Mr. Rosenthal declares all the three individuals unanimously elected. 

Article 6: To see if the District as set forth in section 3(e) Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 will vote to authorize the prudential committee to enter into an agreement to purchase land of Edward J. Jekot and Marilyn J. Jekot located on Maid Marian Lane, Map Book 417F Page 9, Block 1A, Lots 18 and 20 in Becket, Assessor’s parcel ID:  022/217.0-0252-0000.D (Map 217 Lot 253).  The purchase is necessary to permit the District to repair and maintain the inlet channel for Lancelot Lake and related facilities. The District previously approved acquisition of an easement for access. The purchase is more appropriate because of the facilities located on the property. An affirmative vote will authorize the prudential committee to enter into the purchase and to execute any and all documents as may be necessary or proper to complete this transaction.

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required

Article 6 is moved and seconded. Article 6 is briefly discussed. The moderator calls for discussion. The purchase price of the property is discussed and Dr. Lerner addresses questions and concerns as they arise. Dr. Lerner further states that they are ensuring that the purchase price will be in the best interest of the community. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, the motion carries with one vote in opposition and the rest all in favor.  
Article 7: To see if the District as set forth in section 3(e) Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 will vote to authorize the prudential committee to enter into an agreement to purchase land of Edward J. Jekot and Marilyn J. Jekot located on Maid Marian Lane, Map Book 417F Page 9, Block 1A, Lots 18 and 20 in Becket, Assessor’s parcel ID:  022/216.0-0785-0000.D (Map 216 Lot 785).  The purchase is necessary to permit the District to repair and maintain the outfall dam for Nottingham Lake and related facilities. The District previously approved acquisition of an easement for access. The purchase is more appropriate because of the facilities located on the property. An affirmative vote will authorize the prudential committee to enter into the purchase and to execute any and all documents as may be necessary or proper to complete this transaction.

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required

Article 7 is moved and seconded. Article 7 is briefly discussed. The moderator calls for discussion. The purchase price of the property is discussed and Dr. Lerner addresses questions and concerns as they arise. Dr. Lerner further states that they are ensuring that the purchase price will be in the best interest of the community. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, the motion carries with one vote in opposition and the rest all in favor.  
Article 8: To see if the District as set forth in section 3(e) Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010 will vote to authorize the prudential committee to enter into an agreement to purchase land of Diane Houle et al and to arrange for a transfer of land and boundary line agreement with the Houle family. The Diane Houle property is located on 22 Maid Marian Lane, Assessor’s Parcel ID: 022/217.0-0253-0000.D (Map 217 Lot 253).  The purchase is necessary to permit the District access during the repair of facilities related to the Lancelot Dam because the property is located in the area that may be subject to overflow of water in the event of a flood. The Houle Family property is located on Sir Galahad Drive. A copy of the proposed purchase agreement and boundary line and transfer agreement with a sketch showing the boundary line and area to be transferred is on file with the District Clerk. An affirmative vote will authorize the prudential committee to enter into the purchase and boundary line transfer agreement and to execute any and all documents as may be necessary or proper to complete these transactions.

Prudential Committee: Recommend





Majority Vote Required

Article 8 is moved and seconded. Article 8 is briefly discussed. The moderator calls for discussion. The purchase price of the property is discussed and Dr. Lerner addresses questions and concerns as they arise. Dr. Lerner advises that it is the hopes of the Prudential Committee to settle and purchase the property in this fiscal year. Mr. Rosenthal calls for a voice vote, the motion carries with one vote in opposition and the rest all in favor.  
Article 9: To see if the District proprietors will vote to exclude those proprietors who have been recommended by the Prudential Committee on the attached list as having met the criteria set forth in Section 21 of Chapter 107 of the Acts of 2010, including submitting an Opt-Out Form or its equivalent stating the reason for seeking exclusion and exemption from taxation and having agreed to release any easement rights to access the lakes and beaches in the District if their request is acted upon favorably. The Prudential Committee may charge a reasonable fee to the petitioner in order to verify that the petitioner is the record titleholder for the parcel.  The exclusion from taxation does not become final until a release of easement rights acceptable to the Prudential Committee is recorded in the Berkshire Middle District Registry of Deeds and petitioner has paid all recording fees. A copy of the recorded release and vote of the Prudential Committee also must be filed with the Town of Becket’s Board of Assessors by the petitioner.

Prudential Committee: Recommendation annotated for each petitioner’s request
Majority Vote Required
Dr. Lerner advises that the Prudential Committee wishes to withdraw Article #9 as they have not received any opt-out requests this year.
Dr. Lerner makes a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:46 PM, the motion is seconded, and the meeting is adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Robert T. Ronzio

Clerk-Treasurer Sherwood Forest Lake District


